
 

 

 

Have you decided to try your hand at gardening? Gardening is a fun and rewarding hobby for 
New England residents. But where do you start? If you’re a beginner, the thought of designing a 
garden can be daunting. You may be wondering how to start a flower garden or how to draw a 
garden plan. That’s why our Bedford, MA Garden Center has created this handy guide for 
designing a garden for beginners. Follow these simple steps and you’ll have a beautiful garden 
in no time. 

 

Create a Plan 

The first step in designing a garden is to create a plan. This doesn’t have to be a complicated 
process. Simply grab a pen and paper and sketch out a rough idea of what you envision for your 
garden. Consider the size and shape of your yard, as well as the amount of sunlight it receives. 
Then, decide what type of garden you’d like to create. Do you want a flower garden, a vegetable 
garden, or a mix of both? Once you have a general idea of what you want, it’s time to start 
planning your garden layout. 

 

Choose Your Plants 

Now that you have a plan for your garden, it’s time to choose your plants. When selecting 
plants, it’s important to consider the climate in New England. Some plants may not thrive in our 
cooler temperatures and shorter growing seasons. Our gardening experts at New England 
Nurseries can help you choose the best plants for your garden. 

 

Prepare Your Soil 

After you’ve selected your plants, it’s time to prepare your soil. This is an important step in 
ensuring that your plants will have the nutrients they need to grow. The type of soil you have will 
determine how you need to prepare it. For example, if you have sandy soil, you’ll need to add 
organic matter to help retain moisture. If you have clay soil, you’ll need to add sand to improve 
drainage. Once you’ve prepared your soil, you’re ready to plant! 

 

Plant Your Garden 

Now that your soil is ready, it’s time to start planting. Be sure to plant your taller plants in the 
back and shorter plants in the front. This will ensure that all of your plants are visible. Be sure 
that you are planting your selections at the right time of year. Some plants need to be started 
indoors and then transplanted outdoors. Others can be planted directly in the ground. Our 
experts at New England Nurseries can help you determine the best time to plant your garden. 

 



Water and Fertilize Your Plants 

Once your plants are in the ground, they will need regular watering and fertilizing. How often 
you need to water and fertilize will depend on the type of plants you’re growing. Be sure to 
check the labels on your plants or ask our experts for guidance. With regular watering and 
fertilizing, your garden will soon be in full bloom. 


